
Discovery with potential clinical application

Redirect research
effort elsewhere

no

Fundamental research

no

yes

Does envisioned clinical
need justify expenditure of resources?

yes

Generic
Developmental

Pathway

Clinical
Modalities

 for
Oncology

NCI TRWG
version 060807

Box = Action
Box/Ellipse = Iterative Action

Diamond = Decision

no
Is the empirical basis for

attributing clinical relevance convincing?
("credentialed concept")

yes

Develop modality

Efficacy justify
continued development?

Refine for safety /
manufacturability /

deployability

no

yes

Early-stage
clinical trials

Refine modality
for efficacy

no

Applicable
standards

met?

Can it
be fixed?

no

Is development process
likely to be feasible?

Decision to proceed

Supporting tools

Creation of modality

Preclinical development

Develop required
supporting tools

or systems

Clinical Trials

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 D

ec
is

io
n 

to
 p

ro
ce

ed
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
Su

pp
or

tin
g 

to
ol

s 
  

   
   

   
 C

re
at

io
n 

of
 m

od
al

ity
   

   
   

 
   

 P
re

cl
in

ic
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t  
   

  C
lin

ic
al

 tr
ia

ls
  yes

Assess
target

effects

Identify cohort
that would

benefit


